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To the REVEREND the "MN 
CLERGY 
OF THE 


Dioceſe of ROCHESTER, 


Reverend Brethren, 


Nähe preſent unfortunate Circum- 
3 Find? ſtances of our Right Reverend 
= BR Dioceſan, Ithought the beſt Ti- 
"  mohy I was capable of giving, of 
my Duty to Him, and Priendſbip to Tou, 
next tomy Remembrance of him in my own Pray + 
ere, was to Recommend him to the m—_— 
of all ſincere Chriſtians. The firſt, I earneſtly. - 
pb rats do; pes fs = 
our d to do, upon the beſt Principles of Rea | 
ion inthis Sermon. ES 
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Ire ee Hat 
ter the Wiſdom and Fuſlice of the Admi- 
niſtration 3 neither to Conceal nor to Palli- 
ate the high Crime of Treaſon; . but to Aſſert 
in Seaſon, the Faſneſs of our own Chriſhan 
Principles, and to Recommend the Beauty of 
Humanity and Charity. With theſe Views, 
T hope I may be excuſed m recommending it to 
the Peruſal of any true Chriſtian; and par- 
— in introducing it to their more fa 
vourable Regard, under the Publick Reputa- 


tion of your Names, 


Jam, 
| Beloved and Worthy Brethren, 
| Your moſt Affectionate 


and Obedient Servant, 


9 Ch. Chambres. 


| 
| 
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7 Acrs xl. Verſe 5. 
Peter therefore was kept in Pri- 
ſon, but Prayer was made 
without ceaſing of the Church 
unto God for him. 


WAINT PETER was an Apo- 
ſtle, and one of the firſt Biſhops of 
the Chriſtian Church, to whom with 
his Brethren of the Apoſtolical Cha- 
racter, our Bleſſed Saviour had committed the 
Government of all his Diſciples. Kings were 
not exempted from a Subjection to the Epiſco- 
pal Rule, when they became ſubject to the 
Chriſtian Faith and the Conſtitution of the 
Goſpel. 
AND as our Savionr dignified his Apoſtles 
with a Vicegerent Diſpenſation of the Goſpc] » 


ſo he inveſted them with Power ſufficient to 


fapport:the Dignity, and to anſwer all the Ends 
of that moſt eminent and ſacred Truſt: And 
B z particularty 


particularly to tranſinit their 00 to Suc- 
ceſſors in all future Ages, for the perpetual Pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, according to 
the uniform and original Inſtitution of it. 
THis Station therefore of a Chriſtian Go- 
vernour, St. Peter was placed in, as a Pattern 
of the Character and Authority to be ſuſtained 
and exerciſed by all Chriſtian Biſhops in ſuc- 
cceding Ages. 

Bur tho St. Peter was directly dignify d 

with a ſpiritual Dominion over our Lord's 
Houſhold of Faith, yet this ſacred Character 
did not ſcreen him from the Violence and ill 
Treatment of Irreligious Men. . This Primi- 
tive Father and Apoſtle was put in Priſon un- 
der a ſtrong Guard of Soldiers, and was very 
ſoon to be ſacrific'd to the Malice of the un- 
believing Jews. 
IE objected Crime for which he was im- 
priſoned and to be ſlain, was the holy Religi- 
on of his Saviour, which he zealouſly profeſſed, 
Which Religion as it was deſignd by God, to 
diſpel the Errors, reſtrain the Iniquity, and con- 
troul the Prejudices of Mankind, as well as to 
put an End to the Moſaical Diſpenſation, by 
fulfilling the Prophecies, and ſpiritualizing the 
carnal Ordinances of it, ſo it could not fail, 
eſpecially when it was firſt promulged, draw- 
ing againſt it the Antipathy and Revenge of 
the Jews and Gentiles. 

A cCcORDINGLY our Lord himſelf fell a 
Victim of their concerted Oppoſition, as well 


as 


e 
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2s a Sacrifice for their Sins, and was the high: 
eſt Inſtance of the Impiety and — of 
wicked Men. And his Diſciples according to his 
Predictions, ſuſtained the Hatred of them who 

hated him, and the Perſecutions of them which 
perſecuted him, by the Contempt and Calum- 
ny, the bodily Smart and Impriſonment, and 
the ſundry kinds of Death which they en- 
dur d after our Lord's Example and for his 

Truth's Sake. | 

So particularly in this Chapter of my Text, 
Herod the King, a Gentile in Religion, ſtretch'4 
forth his Hands to vex certain of the Church; 
and he killed James the ave af of John with 
the Sword. And becauſe it pleaftd the Fews he 
proceeded farther to take Peter And when 
he apprehended him, he put him into Priſon, and 
deliver d him to four Quaternions of Soldiers, 
(z. e. under the Centry of four military Per- 
ſons in each Watch, to be relieved as their 
Commander directed) intending after Eaſter, 
ta bring him forth to the People. Peter there: 
fore was kept in Priſon. 

B vr to relieve him under his hard Cir- 
cumſtances, the ſevere Intention of Herod, 
and the cruel Expectation of the jews : Prayer 
was made by the Church without ceaſmg to 
God for him. When they had no viſible Re- 
medy to fave their holy Biſhop from the Vio- 
lence intended him, they with one Conſent 
had Recourſe to Prayer, peradventure God 
would be Gracious, and hear their unanimous 

and 


U 
* 
and fervent Supplications; which in Fact their 
merciful Redeemer did, and ſent his Angel to 
ſet at Liberty his choſen Apoſtle. In this 
Manner St. Peter was ſeaſonably reſcued by 
God himſelf, further to plant and ſuperintend 
his true Religion in the World, | 
FROM this pious Example, and the happy 
Succeſs of it, I ſhall in this Diſcourſe beg leave 
to recommend in General the Duty and Con- 
ſolation of Prayer in Times of Diſtreſs. 
SECONDLY, Apply it to the particular 
Caſe of my Text, St. Peter in Priſon. 
III DT. Apply it te the preſent Caſe 
of This Church, as far as the different Cir- 
cumſtances of the Primitive and Preſent 
Condition of Chriſtianity will innocently ad- 
Wit. : | 


FRS r, I would recommend in General, 
the Duty and Conſolation of Prayer, in Times 

of Diſtreſs. „ We; 
THERE is nothing more immediately 
flows from natural Religion, than the Devoti- 
on of calling unto the Lord-in Diſtreſs. GOD 
is plainly written upon the Heart of every Man, 
and we all by the Light of our Nature, view 
him there as the CREATOR, SUSTAINER, 
and DEFENDER of all his Creatures. There- 
fore when we fall into Calamity, and the 
deeper we ſink into it, the nearer we behold 
* to us; the more able we confeſs him to 
deliver 


. 
y 
$ 
1 
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deliver us, and the louder we cry unto him for 
Help. This is the Language of the Atheiſtical, 
who in the Time of their wanton Proſperity 
have not God in all their Thoughts, to call 
upon the Lord in Diſtreſs for the Help they 
then Acknowlege he is able to extend, and which 
they are conſcious they do not deſerve. Affli- 
ction has a ſoftening Power to ſubdue the Per- 
verſeneſs and Pride of that Heart which goeth 


from its Maker; and to bring it back to a Senſe 


of his Sufficiency in all Things, and Forgotten 
Glory. Experience is a ſenſible Argument of 
our Need, and intire Dependance upon our 
Creator, which the Diſtreſs we feel, and can- 
not remedy, applies home to our Conſciences, 
and makes us fall down and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker. 

AND the more Publick any Calamity is, 
the more General ought the Application to be 
for Relief. The good and evil Contingencies 
to a Society are communicated Bleſſings and 
Curſes, and extend their Influences to the ex- 
treme Bounds of the Community; and there- 
fore ought to be ſollicited and deprecated with 
a general Voice and Proſtration of Knees. 
For as Nature directs us to join our ſelves in 
Society, ſo ſhe repreſents to us the Expedien- 
Cy, and puts us upon the Means of procuring 
the Advantages, and averting the Misfortunes 
of it. Whatever Good we do to the Society 
we are enfranchiſed in, it flows back to us 
again, not only in our ſhare of the Benefit, 

„ augment. 
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augmented perhaps in its Circulation, but in 
the Satisfaction which accrues from the Opi- 
nion of being Benefactors: So on the con- 
trary, whatever Evil or Detriment we effect, 
or occaſion to the ſame Community, we par- 
take of the Venom, beſides the Remorſe we 
ſuftain in diſtreſſing our own Body, whereof 
we our ſelves are the Members, and which li- 
berally extends to us the ſocial Bleſſings of our 
Communion. 

Uron theſe Accounts our united Prayers 
to the all-ſufficient Deity in Times of common 
Diſtreſs, is a natural Duty : For as hc is able 
to deliver a private Perſon from his private Af 
fliction; ſo He is to deliver a Community from 
any general Calamity. And the more Pub- 
lick are the Views of our Pctitions, the more 
Important they are, and the more likely there- 
ſore to be return d by him who is loving unto 
every Man, and maketh his Sun to ſame, and 
his Rain to deſcend, to renew the Earth of the 
Juſt and Unjuſt. And if we ſucceed in our 
general Interceſlion, there is a Conſolation in 
what we have done, and an Encouragement to 
be conſtant to the ſame Duty upon every ro- 
turn of the ſame Occaſion. 

How likely we are to be benefited by ſuch 
joint Devotions, I had rather refer you to Ex- 
perience than to Arguments; though we have 
various Arguments of comfortable Conſidera- 


tion to incite us to ſuch happy Experience both 
from Realon and Scripture, 


Firſt, FROM 


(Im) 

Firſt, FRo u Reaſon; Hereby we publickly 
honour God's Power and Goodneſs, and pro- 
voke him to * Honcur us again by ſome Diſtin- 
ction of his Favour. We honour his Power in 
poſtponing the Aid of all, Beings, to his Aſſiſt- 
ance: We alſo honour his Goodneſs in the 
humble Hope and Truſt our unanimous Ad- 
dreſs ſuppoſes of ſeaſonable Relief. Hereby we 
acknowledge how feeble, how precarious, 
how vain is the Help of Man! How power- 
ful, how Exorable, how Perfect the Help of cui 
God! Hereby alſo we intimate a juſt Contempt of 
the ſinful Malice and Oppoſition of Menz 
when God is on our Side. Thus confeſſing 
the infinite Allurement of the divine Goodneſs 
to incline, and the irrcſiſtable Energy of the di- 
vine Power to enable our God to fulfil the De- 
ſires of them that fear him. 

HEREBY allo we honour God's Miſaom, 
by the perfect Reſignation of all our Deſires to 
that divine Perfection which knoweth our Ne- 
ceſſities before we ask, and our Ignorance in 
asking; and which always fulfils the Deſires 
and Petitions of his Servants, as is moſt expe- 
dient for them. Hereby having the Conſolation, 
that God when we call upon him in the Time 
of Trouble, will either remove, or eaſe the 
dolorous Pungency of our Caſe; remove, if 
our Patience, Reſignation and Repentance are 
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(12) 
perfected; or continue it with a meaſure of his 
Grace to improve theſe Perfections; kindly 
turning all the Occaſions of our Afflictions in- 
to Medicines to heal our Sickneſs, or into the 
Rewards of our patient Continnamce in well 


we From Scripture we have abun» 
dant Aſſurances of the Duty and Succeſs of 
Prayer. And here, in the Old Teſtament, I 
cannot refer you to a better Witneſs than holy 
David, whoſe intimate Communication with 
the Spirit of God, and his habitual Exerciſe in 
Prayer, qualify him to be an uncxceptionable 


YE: He _ » laying his ſpecial In- 
netlon on his People J 


to this Duty, 
* Call thou upon me in the Day of Trouble, 
and I will hear thee, and thou ſhalt praiſe me. 


He exemplifics the Truth of this divine Pro- 
miſe, by recording various Inſtances of divine 
Succours to his People for their Compliance 
with it, particularly in their tedious and pain- 
ful Travel through the Wilderneſs z where, 
when they called unto the Lord in their Trou- 
ble, he delivered them cut of their Diſtreſs. 
Tea, many a Time did he deliver them. Tho 
the Character of this People, is, that they 
were a ſtiff-necked Generation, and a People 
who cleaved not ſtedfaſtly unto God, fall- 
ing away like their Forcfathers.  Neverthe- 

teſs, 
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15 when he ſaw their Adverſity, he heard 
t 


Complaint. He inſtances the ſame divine 
Govdneſs towards himſelf, I called upon the 
Lord in Trouble, and the Lord hear we at 
Lange. He gives a general Aſſuranee unto all 
Men of the like Succeſs, * The Lord is nigh 
unto all them that call him, yea, all ſuch 
as call upon bins faithful, — He alſ will 
hear their Cyy, and will help them, And in 
Conſequence of all together, he fixes this Re. 
ſolution upon himſelf, T fs for me I will call 
hon Cod, and the Lord ſball ſave me. 

AND _= the Foot of Nature, and the 
Jewiſh Religion, the Motives of Prayer in 
Times of Diſtreſs are ſd inviting, how much 


more Perſuaſion do they bring with them, 


when conſider'd upon the Principles and Pri- 
vileges of Chriſt's Religion. 

No Religion ſo well illuminates our Minds 
with the Knowledge of our ſelves, and of 
God, and of our ſocial Obligations, The Three 
primary Inducements to divine Supplications, 
No Religion ſo well enforces a Behaviour con» 
formable to ſuch Knowledge, becauſe founded 
on the beſt Promiſes, For though by the Light 
of Nature, we had ſome glimmering Proſpect of 
a future State, grounded upon the abſolute 
Equity of the divine Nature, and the promiſ- 
cuous Diſpenſation of Things here: And 

though 


— | — — 


kum cv. 18, Palm ly. 16. 


C14). 


though the ſame be ſhadow'd out in the typi- 
cal Revclations of Moſes and the Prophets, 
yet the unerring Certainty and Conditions of 
our immortal State were reſerved to the De- 
monſtration of the Spirit, by the Revelation of 
Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles, and were * brought 

10 Light through the Goſpel, 

No Religion is beſides ſo extenſive, or fo 
divinc in the Obligations of Charity ; and con- 
ſequently leads the way to the moſt general 
and diſintereſted Interceſſions, by command- 


ing us to Love our Adverſaries of whatſocver 


Sort, to do Good to them that hate us, to pray 
for them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute us, 
and to forgive Injuries received, as we would 
be forgiven our Sins; in ſhort, to Love onc 
another, as Chriſt hath loved us. Rooting up 
by theſe Precepts of unlimited Charity the 
Diſtinction of Parties; taming the Animoſities 
and Reſentments of Pride, Envy, Hatred; and 
melting down Revenge by the Warmth of that 
heavenly Wiſdom, Mhich is firſt pure, then 


peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of 
Mercy and good Fruits. 


Bur ſtill one of the moſt effectual Encou- 
ragements to our divine Addreſſes, is the moſt 
perfect Aſſurance of Succeſs in the Mediation 
of our Saviour 7eſus Chriſt. Our Nature in 
her Stains of Sin could not addreſs God ijas ſhe 


did 


* a 


— 


* 2Tim, i. 10. + James tj» 111 
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did in het inoffenſive State; ſhe could not be 
ſure but that e Prayers of the Wicked would 
be an Abomination in his Sight, and therefore 
look d for the Worthieſt ot her Kind to inter- 
cede for her more polluted Members. The 
Jews in their revealed Religion, had Medi- 
ators in the Moſaical Preiſthood, to offer u 

Prayers for the People, but Theſe being in 
the Number of M:ſerable Sinners, wanted an 
Interceſſor for themſelves, and therefore were 
commanded to expect a more perfect Mediator, 
and to offer up a Lamb without Spot to Repre- 
ſent him. But now that Mcdiator bcing come 
in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, Man without 
Sin, dignified by Union with the Divine Na- 
ture, and in whoſe Name all our Petitions ard 
to be offered up, and by his Interceſſion ſan- 
ified; we derive from them all the Bleſſings 
which the Love and Merit of a Divine Redeem- 
er can procure. For it is Chriſt that died, 


yea rather that is riſen again, who is even 


at the right Hand of God, who alſo maketh 
Interceſſion for us. * For ſuch an High Prieſt 
became us (Sinners who is holy, harmleſs, un- 
defiled, ſeparate from Sinners, made higher 
than the Heavens. Þ And now we know that 
whatſoever we ask in his Name he will do it, 
that the FATHER maybe Glorified in the S oN. 


— 


* Rom, viij. 34. + Heb. vij. 26. 
WHAT» 
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' WarareveR therefore Intimations the 
Experience of our own Inſufficency to An- 
ſwer our Wants in this caſual World, may 
ſuggeſt ro us of Prayerz whatever Light our 
own Nature may furniſh us with of the Di- 
vine Perfections, to direct our Prayer unto him, 
and to look up, as to a Being moſt able and 
inclined to Underſtand and Fullfil it: Or what- 
cover Sentiments we have of Publick Virtue, 
from the Experience of the Priviledges derived 
from Society, to engage our Publick Interceſſi- 
ons, in Publick Diſtreſſes; and whatever Aſſur- 
ances the Practice of Divine Prayer in Times 
of Old, and Divine Revelations of the Jewiſh 
give of the Succeſs of Prayer, theſe 
calons are all better enforced by the Reve- 
lations of the Goſpel. 1 
No the Duty of Prayer is more excellent 
in it's Motives, in its Views, and in its Nature, 
and is become a more important, more divine, 
more delightful, and more ſucceſsful Duty; it 
draws us near to God, and gives us the Com- 
placency of bcholding the Glory of his Per- 
fections; it draws Him near to us, and gives 
us the Conſolation of feeling the beneficial 
Influences of them: In our gloomy Intervals it 
refreſhes us with the J oy of his Countenance ; 
in Diſtreſs, it is a preſent Relief: If we Uſe ir 
frequently, it is a Teſtimony of our Picty ; if 
we apply it to the Advantage of our Neigh- 
bour, it is an Argument of our Charity ; if 
we extend it to the Publick Welfare upon all 
=, ſp 


6 


Occaſions, we exerciſe that Diſpoſition which 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles recommend, of 
doing Good unto all Men, and eſpecially to 
them who are of the Houſbold of Faith, ie. 
we approve our ſelves profitable Members of 
the Univerſal Society of Mankind, and particu- 
larly Sincere and Wiſe in the Service of our 
Church and Country. Upon theſe important 
Encouragements, I procced, ! 


Secondly, To apply the Piety of Chriſtian 
Prayer to the particular Caſe in my Text, St. 
Peter in Priſon. 

THAT St. Peter was expreſly conſign'd ta 
a Governing Capacity in Chriſt's Catholick: 
Church, is moſt evident from thoſe plain 
Words of our Lord delivered to St. Peter, I 
ſay unto thee thou art Peter, and this 
Rock I will build my Church, and the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. And I 
will give umto thee the Keys of the Kingdom ef 
Heaven; whatſoever thou ſbalt bind on Earth 


ſhall be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever . 


thou ſbalt looſe on Earth ſball be looſed in 
Heaven. | | 

YET that this Conſignment of Church Go- 
vernment to St. Peter did not cxclude the o- 
ther Apoſtles, is evident from the Occaſion of 
it. Our Lord had put the Queſtion to 'his 
Twelve Apoſtles, Whom they ſaid that he was? 
Peter in the Name of them all declared, ſay ing; 


8 Ton 


ri) 

Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Living God. 
Our Lord in his Reply ſaid unto him, * Thou 
art Peter; (which dy Interpretation is a Stone 
or Rock) intimating thereby in a Figure, that 
his Anſwer was the Confeſſion of a true Faith 
and the chief corner Stone of Chriſtianity, up- 
on which our Lord promiſed to build his 
Church, and that no Evil Powers ſhould pre- 
yail againſt it, nor the Grave extinguiſh, He 
then proceeded with a Promiſe to Inveſt the 
Government of that Church in thoſe choſen 
Diſciples who by St. Peter had made the fitſt 
Conteſſion of his Divine Generation, and to 
deliever to them the Power of the Keys (the 
Keys let us be ſure to conſider of the Kingdom 
of Heaven which our Lord is the etcrnal King 
of) which cvidently implics the Power of Ad- 
mitting, Excluding and Controlling the Beli- 
evers in Chriſt according to the inſtituted OE- 
conomy of the Goſpel, And as a farther Tc- 
ſtimony that this Truſt was not deſigned for 
St. Peter alone, St. Fohn bears Witneſs, that 
our Lord after his Reſurrection ſo ſpake to the 
ſame Diſciples, F As my Father hath ſent me 
fo ſend I you; and he breathed on them and 
he 2 unto them, receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, 
boſe ſoe ver Sins ye remit (i. e. upon the Con- 
ditions of the Goſpel dclievered to them) they 


are 


— 
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. Matt. xvi. 18. I John XX. 21, 
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are remitted to them, and whoſe ſoever Sins yere- 
tain they are retained. 

AND that this Eccleſiaſtical Government 
was Tranſitive from the Apoſtles to their Suc- 
ceſſors, is very manifeſt from the plain Teſti- 
mony of St. Matthew, who ſays, that our 
Lord after his Reſurrection, delivered himſelf 
in theſe ſolomn Words. * Al Power is gi- 
ven unto me in Heaven, and in Earth, Go ye 
therefore and teach all Nations, Baptizi 
them in the Name of the Father, and of t 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Teaching them 
all Things whatſoever I have commanded you, 
and lo I am with you always, even unto the 
End of the World. This Preſence is by all In- 
terpreters underſtood of the Protection, Aſſi- 
ſtance, and concurrent Authority of our Lord, 
to thoſe whom he thus ordained and ſent to 
Preach, and Baptize, and to ſnew Men all the 
Will of God in the Chriſtian Inſtitution. The 
Words were alſo delivered to the eleven Apo- 
ſtles, as it is manifeſt in the Context; yet no- 
thing is plainer than that, as the Promiſe of our 
Lord extending to Perpetuity, did include theſe 
Apoſtles, ſo that it did not Terminate in them; 
and therefore was deſign'd to ſupport and au 
thorize the continual Chriſtian Miniſtry. #. e. 
In their Miniſtrations by the Primitive Scheme 


ofthe Apoſtles, revealed to them by the Spirit 
C 2 of 
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( 20 ) 
of God, Exemplified in Timothy and Titus, 
and Tranſmitted down to us, both by the ho- 
ly Scriptures and the Practice of the Univer- 
ſal Church. 
 "WHENCE it is beyond every Exception 
clear, That our Lord Founded his Religion in the 
Drvinity of his Nature; That He Inſtituted 
a. viſible Government to uphold the uniform 
Profeſſion of it, That He Inveſted ſuch 'Go- 
vernors with the ſame Authority, which 
He reccived himſelf from the Father; That 
He explicitly Promiſed that what They did on 
Earth, according to Chriſtian Revelation, ſhould 
beconfirm'd in Heaven, and that He-would be 
with Them in Earth, to the End ofthe World. 

ST. Peter was cxpreſly Dignified in the Be- 
ginning with this Deputation, and the Church 
could not diſcharge Themſelves, with that ho- 
ly Reſpect and Charity which his Character 
and Misfortune required, without putting up 
their devout Prayers for him. 

Ir was the Duty and Practice of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians to pray for one another, their 
Piety and Charity were exemplary in this re- 
ſpect; for then, there was that true Spirit of 
Sympathy and Unity between Chriſtians, 
that when * one Member ſuffer d, all the Mem- 
bers ſuffer d with it. 

AND as they had a perfect Knowledge of 
Them who had the Rule over them, and of 


their 
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their ſpiritual Authority, ſo they paid a wil. 
ling Obedience to their Commands, and 
due Reverence to their Perſons, and 
* ęſteemd them very highly m Love for u. 
Mork ſake. The zealous Affection and 
of the Church to St. Peter, is an cn 4 
ance of this, when they all without ccu.ng 
put up their Prayers for him, the whole Church 
as in a general Calamity ſhew'd themſelves af- 


flicted with his Misfortune, and out of a da ep 


Conviction of the Importance, of his Liberty 
to maintain the Cauſe, and promote the Pro- 
pagation of Chriſtianity, exalted'their Suppli- 
cations with a general Harmony, and in the 
Flame of Devotion brought down an Angel 
to deliver the Saint. | 
- Th1s Example, as well as all others of 
Chriſtian Godlineſs, was written for our In- 
ſtruction, that in like Circumſtances we ſhou d 
uſe the like Devotion. St. Paul affords us a 
clear Authority to ſupport this Piety; when 
himſelf was a Pritoncr in Rome, he ſent an 
Injunction + ro the Hebrews t pray for him, 
and what is particularly obſervable, he, in the 
Verſe before, prepares em with a Caution to 
obey them, who had the Rule over them, 
and to ſubmit themſelves to enforce his Pre- 
cept; and in the Verſe immediately after, he 
cncourages them to it by intimating, that their 
; Prayers 
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Prayers would contribute to his Liberty, and 
reſtore him to them the ſponer. 

AND indeed, the Reaſonableneſs of this 
Picty ſufficiently recommends it without any 
particular Injunction, or primitive Example for 
it, For if by the general Obligations of Chri- 
ſtian Charity, we are to pray for all Chri- 
ſtians in Diſtreſs, not excepting the meaneſt 
and moſt unworthy z; much leſs are we to be 
excuſed from praying for the moſt worthy. 

Ir alſo we are commanded to pray for the 
Enemies of our holy Faith, much more are 
we obliged to pray for the beſt Promoters and 
Governors of it. If we are exhorted by St. 
'Paul, * firſt of all to pray for Kings, and 
thoſe that are in Authority, to beſtow the firſt 
Fruits of our Prayers in behalf of our Gover- 


nots, either we muſt not pray at all for Chri- 


ſtians in Diſtreſs, or muſt pray Firſt for our di- 
ſtreſſed Governors, when they are fallen into 
ſuch Condition; and which the Changes and 
Chances of this mortal Life, make them e- 
qually liable to wich others. I have already 
proved the Authority of Chriſtian Biſhops, 
and whether the Powers originally given to, 
and all along exerciſed by them, bear any A. 
nalogy to the Adminiſtration of the Civil 
Power, and tend to perfect the Government 
of Mankind, may eaſily be determin'd, by re. 
collecting; 


* 1 Tim, il. 2. 
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THAT 


a. 2 | 

THAT Biſhops lawtully called, derive th 
Authority of governing in Chriſt's Church 
from God, and were originally independent of 
any State, as to the Exerciſe of it; though ſince 
Kings became the nurſing Fathers, and Queens 
the nuxſing Mothers of the Chriſtian Church, 
by embracing the Faith, and giving it their Pro- 
tetion and Countenance, our Church at the 
Reformation aſcrib'd to our King and his Suc- 
ceſſors, that Supremacy in Things Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, which all good Princes ought to have. 
That St. Paul, who calls the temporal Sove- 
reign, * the Miniſter of God, calls the Per- 
ſons of the higheſt Character in the Church, 
+ Ambaſſadors for Chriſt. That to the Charge 
of the temporal Powers are committed the 
civil Lives, Bodies and Propertics of thcir Sub- 
jets; to the Charge of the ſpiritual Powers 
the Souls of Men, under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel. 

Bur becauſe a Power to command, with- 
out ſome Sanctions of Obedience, wou'd be 
but of very little Effect to the Purpoſes of ei- 
ther Government, therefore to the Diſpenſation 
of each of theſe are allotted Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments in this Life, though with an ulti- 
mate Regard to the Rewards and Puniſnments 
of the next. Kings reward their meritorious 
Servants by Stations of temporal Honour and 

Profit, 


* Rom. lil, 6, + 2 Cor, v. 20 


(24 ) 


Profit, which their Circumſtances enable them 
todo, Biſhops reward the obcdient Members 
of Chriſt's Church, with their Benediction in 
the Name of God, and the Grace that is con- 
vey'd to them through their Miniſtry. Kings 
through the Power of the Sword, puniſh Of. 
fenders with Sufferings, which affect the Body 
and temporal Life, Biſhops, by the Power of 
the Keys dcliver'd to them, exclude diſobe- 
dient Chriſtians from the Communion Privi- 


leges of Chriſt's Church, and puniſh their 


immoral Actions by Shame, in judicially ap- 

pointing them publick Pennance. 
Ap though through a long Relaxation of 
theſe latter Powers, the Lives ot Chriſtians arc 
degenerated almoſt to a heatheniſh Infidelity 
and Impicty z yet if ever the Spirit of true 
Chriſtianity revive again in its Diſcipline, the 
Eccleſiaſtical Sanctions which are now call'd 
vain Words and Dreams, will have a more 
prevailing Efficacy in bringing Chriſtians to live 
ſuitably to their Profeſſion, than the ſharpeſt 
corporal Chaſtiſements; and the Favour of 
the Church be thought no leſs an Encourage- 
ment to a regular Piety, than the Favour of 
the temporal Sovereign to enforce the Duties 
of the civil Life. 

Tuus I have obſerv'd to you how ſacred, 
how important to Salvation the Perſons and 
Authority of Chriſtian Biſhops are. They are 
conſecrated by the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power 
to be Overſeers of the Hock of Chriſt, They 

| are 
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are the Watchmen of Souls, and therefore the 
1 If Direors of Men's Conſclences in the true Be- 
ef and Obedience of the Goſpel, They are 
1 appointed for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 
de perfeiting of the Saints, for the edifying 
3 Il the Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the U. 
nity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of 
Y Wl the Son of God to a perfect Man, and the ful. 
f BN neſs of the Stature of Chriſt. 

Fox this end particularly they have Power 

to ordain thoſe which are found qualified by 
Endowments of Picty and Learning, and in- 
wardly inclined to the holy Function. They 
are by the ſacred Rites of Confirmation, to re- 
ceive the Dedications which Chriſtians at Years 
of Diſcretion make of themſelves to Chriſt 
and his Religion, and to bleſs them for their 
increaſe of Grace. They are, when their o- 
ther publick Cares for the well Government of 
God's People will admit, to preach the glad 
Tidings and Duties of the Goſpel, and right- 
ly and duly to adminiſter the Chriſtian Sacra» 
ments. They are in every Thing to adorn the 
Godly Religion of our Lord and Saviour, by 
giving all Diligence to promote the outward 
Worſhip of it in Decency and Order; and the 
inward Proleſſion of it, in Unity of Spirit, in 
the Bond of Pcace, and in Righteouſneſs of 
Life. 


— 
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HENCE we may be calily convinc'd, that | 
the Enemies of the Epilcopal Authority, are 
Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, and 
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muſt, whatever they intend, by deſtroying 
One, deſtroy the Other. For if the Founda- 
tions be caſt down, what will the Righte. 
ous, conſider'd as Chriſtians, do? If the Au- 
thority and Ordinances of our Lord, ſo plain- 
ly inſtituted in the Goſpel, be over-rul'd or de- 
feated, what will Chriſtianity be, but a religi- 
ous Confuſion, like a Kingdom and Pcople, 
without any King and Goyernor. And it is 
as rational to believe, that God will preſerve 
the Statc in Order, as well as the Church in 
ſuch Condition. How then will any Chri- 
ſtians, whole Belief is, that * all ſhall appear 
before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, preſume 
to violate that Form and Authority, by which 
the Catholick Church, from the beginning of 
Chriſtianity, down to this Time, hath been 
govern'd and ſanQify'd? 

Bur thele ſacrilegious Invaſions, ought only 
to be expected from Heathen Unbelievers; or, 
if any who profeſs and call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, have joined themſelves to the Aliens in 
theſe hoſtile Endeayors, I muſt take the Liber- 
ty to obſerve, that they are ſuch who are con- 
tentious, and obey not the Truth, and over 
whom, the Mammon- God of this World hath 
too much Power. 

FROM the Authority and Importance of 
Epiſcopacy, the Tranſition is very natural to 


thc 


— 


„ 


* Cor. v. 10. 


( 27 ) 


the Piety of praying for thoſe who a.e called 
to it, whether Proſperity diſplays the Favours 
of God about them, or Adverſity draws a 
Veil over their Felicity. Which leads me, 

Laſtly, To apply this Diſcourſe to the pre- 
ſent State of This Church, as far as the diffe- 
rent Condition of Chriſtianity in the primitive 
Times, and in this Nation at preſent, will in- 
nocently admit. 

I woud not be miſtaken, to have any View 
to perſuade you, that the Caſe of this Church 
is to be compared with the perſecuted Conditi- 
on of St. Peter and his Followers. I am duly 
ſenſible, that we are under the publick Coun- 
tenance and Protection of a Chriſtian Prince; 
and who not only favours us with the free 
Profeſſion of our Religion, but alſo has him- 
ſclf choſen to profeſs it after the ſame moſt 
excellent Uſage of the Chuch of England: 
and has taken upon him the Title and Charge 
of being the Defender of the Catholick Chri- 
ſtian Faith in general, and the Guardian of this 
National Church in particular, and has conde- 
ſcended in compliance to our Conſtitution, to. 
bind himſelf with an Oath to preſerve to us 
all the Rights and Privileges of it. 

ALL that I intend in this Application, is 
to ſhew, that upon the Foot of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, and by the good Diſpoſition of the Laws 
of tft Country, and eſpccially in dutiful Re- 
ſpect to the Epiſcopal Dignity, we may with 4 
Conſcience void of Offence towards God, and 

| D 2 ro- 
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towards Men, pray ſor our Right Reverend 
Biſhop in his preſent Confinement: And to 
recommend him to the Prayers of. this Audi- 
ence, as far as our Religion, and a peaccable 
Behaviour towards our temporal Superiors will 
juſtify us. 

I am ſenſible the Charge is high and heinous 
for which hc is in Priſon ; yet becauſe our Re. 
ligion teaches us to diſtinguiſh between Per- 
ſons and Ctimes, we may revercnce, love, and 
pray fervently for the Prelate's Perſon, while 
we expreſs a juſt Abhorrence of the Prelate's 
ſuppoſed Crime. 


Ir is not long, ſince the People of this Na- 
tion in general, as well as we our ſelves in 
particular, eſteem d him as a diſtinguiſh d Orna- 
ment of our Church and Country, a Pious, 
Learned, and Wiſe Biſhop, a faithful Friend of 
all the Churches of Epiſcopal Diſtinction in 
Great Britain and Ireland, an Able, and a 
Watchtul Stateſman, with a piercing Eye of 
Defence, to the tender Liberties and Properties 
of his Country men. And his peaceful appa- 
rent Conformity, (before the preſent Objecti- 
on, ) to the Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
of his Country, ſhould, in the candid Judg- 
ment of all them who have it not in their 
Power to prove him a publick Enemy, tend 


rather to remove, than to confirm the Suppo- 
firion of his Guilt, 


IT 


2 

Ir was * not the manner of the Romans in 
the State of Heatheniſm, to deliver any Man 
to die, before legal Conviction; but it is not 
the juſtifiable Manner of Chriſtians, to con- 
demn any, before that he who is accuſed, have 
the Accuſers Face to Face, and have Licenſe 
to Anſwer for himſelf, concerning the Crime 
laid againſt him; it being a Precept in Chri- 
ſtianity, 70 + judge nothing before the Time, 
to prevent raſh Judgment, and the charitable 
Conſtruction of our own Laws, to deem eve- 
ry Perſon innocent till he is convicted. 

THAT an Innocent Perſon may be ac- 
cuſed, may be condemn'd, may be executed, 
will be allow'd poſſible, and what has often 
happened. Our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and 
the whole noble Army of Martyrs, are im- 
mortal Inſtances of This. Yet this very rarely 
happens in any but perſecuting States; and 
when in any State diſavowing Perſecution, it 
is when the Judges are become abominable in 
their Doings, or when falſe Witneſſes riſe up, 
and lay to his Charge Things that he knew 
not, and ſo by concealing the Malice and Per- 


jury of the Accuſation, make a juſt Judge 


pronounce an unjuſt Sentence. But as this 
Procedure is always ſhocking in Conſideration, 
ſo it is not to be expected in this Country, 
where Chriſtianity is profeſsd in its greateſt 
Purity, and where the Offices of Humanity 

are 
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are improv'd into the moſt endearing Treat- 
ment of Chriſtian Charity. 
NEVERTHELESS, an innocent Perſon 
may be confined, and honourably acquitted 
after Trial, without any juit Reproach againſt 
the lawful Powers which committed him. For 
the Wiſdom of every juſt Government in con- 
fining any Perſon accuſed (whether by falſe or 
true Witneſſes, we do not now conſider) 
takes only the neceſſary Caution to ſecure the 
ſuppoſed Criminal for a fair Trial. And there- 
fore a Priſoner beſore his Tryal, I humbly 
preſume, is not in a State of Puniſhment, but 
of ſafe Cuſtody; and therefore, may be trea- 
ted in his Confinement with that Reſpect and 
Charity, which were due to his former Repu- 
tation and Station, as far as the Honour of the 
Publick, and the Leave of his Superiors will 
admit. And the Rcaſons are, Becauſe by our 
Laws, no Perſon ſhould receive two Puniſh— 
ments for one Crime, I mean, one antece- 
dent to a Convition, and the other ſubſe- 
quent: And becauſe a bare Accuſation, tho 
never ſo ſtrongly laid, does not neceſſarily in- 
{cr Guiit; and therefore is at leaſt a juſt Ground 
for the ſuſpenſion of private Judgments, and 
leaves Room for the Interpretations and Offi. 
ces of Charity. Ta” | 
THESE Reaſons alter nothing in the Caſe 
of a Vilttop, and it is very reconcileable to Ju- 
ſtice and Experience, that a Biſhop may be in- 
nocent, and a lawful Priſoner. For we may 


Not 
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not preſume that the Fl; Character does 
exempt thoſe who are dignified with it, from 
n a lawful Obedience to that State, which gives 
d their holy Perſons and Religion Protection and 
ſt Countenance: But they as SubjeAs, have ever 
Jy been liable to the Treatment of Subjects, to 
- | be puniſh'd for State Offences, (though theſe 
rare thole Caſes which oſt rarely happen) and 
r) to be impriſond upon Suſpicion of ſuch. I 
je do not therefore plead againſt the juſt Animad- 
e- verſion upon offenſive Prelates, nor the neceſ- 
ly ſary Securities which a wiſe Government ſhould 
it take, to bring them to it. Heretical Biſhops, 
a- Blaſphemers of our Redeemer, are not more 
d ſubject to be excommunicated by the Sy nod, 
u- chan ſeditious ones to be deprivd of their Tem- 
1e poralities by the State. We cannot expect that 
ill our Biſhop, now under the Informations laid 
ur EU againſt him, ſhouldeujoy the ſame Diſtinctions 
h- of Fayour which a * great Author hasinform'd 


e- us he cnjoy'd before, i. e. always to obtain 
e. whatever he asd of his Majc %; nor be 
0 heard in the Houſe of Lords in his Place as 
n- | before, with a general Candour; where the 
id Pathos, the Point, the Force, and the Beauty 
1d of his Expreſſions delighted and convinc'd his 
H- Friends, and gain'd him the Acknowledgmert 

of his happy Eloquence from thoſe who ap- 
ic prehending not the Weight of his Arguments, — 
u- thought it neceſſary to oppoſe him. Now the 
n- Rea-- 
ay —— — 
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Reaſons of State require his Impriſonment, and 
it is enough to be us d with that Tenderneſs, 
which a proper Concern for the Impriſonment 
of ſo great a Favourite, and ſo valuable a Man 
requires, #. e. as the ſame great Author aſſures 
us, with all 70 ofſible Tenderneſs, and in the 
moſt honourable Place of Confinement. I hope, 
in this latter — his Intelligence is 
grounded upon the beſt Teſtimony, vi. the 
Frequency of his charitable Viſits to out Pre- 
late; agreeable to the intimated Command of 
our Saviour, to viſit our Brethren, . when Szck 
and in Priſon, which, though not allowable 
to all others, His unqueſtion'd Attachment to 
his Majeſty, and the Miniſtry, and his ſeem- 
ing Intimacy with both, might perhaps caſily 
gain him the Opportunities of making. 
HowEVER, we have had in the Memory 
of ſome in this Audience, ſome of the Epil- 
copal Order deliver'd to the fame Priſon, tho 
not for the ſame Complaint, whoſe Innocence 
in the Concluſion, prevyail'd for their Defence 
and Liberty: And l hope l may without Offence 
to thoſe Great Men, who by their Office, and 
upon Information receiv'd, committed our Bi- 
ſhop to the ſame Confinement, wiſh him the 
ſame Fate. For this, I preſume, is no more, 
than to wiſh him innocent, and an honoura- 
ble Diſcharge, and what they themſelves, agrec- 
ablc to the favourable Tendency of our own 
Laws, as well as the Principles of Chriſtiani- 
ty may be ſuppoſed to wiſh. 
FoR 
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For if it be a Mark of Humanity and Love; 
which the Chriſtian Diſpoſition of our Laws, 
founded in the Divine Charity of the Goſpel, 
indulges to the meaneſt Subject and moſt ca- 
pital Offenders, to wiſh him, at the Commence- 
ment of his Tryal, 4 good Deliverance; We 
muſt not believe it the Intention of any of our 


preſent Governours to with-hold this poorWiſh 


of Safety from a Chriſtian Biſhop ; or that: 
any of them have ſuch a Tyrannous Hate a- 

gainſt him, or are of ſo unmerciful a Diſpo- 
ſition, as tolſay not ſo much as the Lo PI 
you, we wiſh you good Luck in the Name of 
the Lord 

For I humbly preſume, that the Crown 
Officer, who in the Arraignment of Offenders 
pronounces this //7ſþ of Deliverance, was O- 
riginally directed, and is now underſtood, ta 
declare the Senſe of the Sovereign, and the 
executing Powers under him, who by the Na- 
ture of their Stations, ought to teſtify the ten- 
dereſt Regard for the Life of the pooreſt Perſon 
in Subjection to them; and which we are in- 
form'd his preſent Majeſty, by the Diſpofition 
of his Nature, is ſingularly prone to, 

I may therefore upon the Principles of 
Chriſtian Charity, and the favourable Ten- 
dency of our own Laws, innocently preſume, 
that the Miniſters of State, agd the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons, as well as the ſuperior | 


Houſe of his own noble Peers, are in Chriſtian 


Charity towards the Perſon of their —_— 
An 


- 


and are well diſposd to! guard it from all the 
Sufferings which the preſent Laws do not evi- 
dently inflit ; and upon his Acquitment, expreſs 
the ſame honourable Joy and Chriſtian Con- 
gratula: ions, which his laſt Predeceſſor receiy'd 
upon the Evidences of his Innocence. | 

IN DEE D among the more ignorant and li- 
centious ſort of Men, we may find ſome in 
a very uncharitable Diſpoſition towards him, but 
it may be obſerved to our Prelates Honour, 
that theſe are Heretical or Schiſmatical Enemies 
of Chriſtianity ; and Men, who either out of 
Self. Conceit, or Prejudice againſt the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, or willful Impicty, have burſt the 
Bonds of Peace and Truth, and deſpiſe the Au- 
thority of Eccleſiaſtical Superiours ; and it can- 
not be thought ſtrange, that Refractory Chriſti- 
ans, like naughty Children, wiſh their Governours 
extinct. | | | 5 

Br we Have not ſo learned Chriſt, who 

in Regard to the Authority of. the Holy Scrip- 
tures and the Opinion and Practice of the uni- 
verſal Church, have owned the Divine Ap- 
pointment of our Epiſcopal Superiors, and 
jubmitted our ſelves to their Religious Rule; 
and therefore ought to Pray for them on all 
Occaſions, and eſpecially when they are by any 
means afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, or 
Eftare. And, if as we are commanded, we 
eſteem them indeed very highly in Love for 
their Vorl ſake, we ſhall be carried higher in 
the Feivour of our Interceſſions for their Miſe 


fortunes 


-- 


«®, 
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fortunes ſake, 1 may then under all the Ar- 


guments of Nature and Revelation, apply to 
this Epiſcopal See, the Picty of interceding 
fervently with God for the Holy Incumbent of 
It, 

This was appointed the Sphere of his Go- 
vernment. Here is his Throne, and we juſtly 
at this Time lament his Abſcnce from it. The 
leaſt therefore we can do, is to partake of 
his Affliction, to eaſe it to him by a truly Chri- 
ſtian Sympathy, and to ſanctify it both to him 
and to our ſelves by Prayer. 

THAT the Impriſonment of our holy Bi- 
ſhop is a juſt Cauſe of Affliction to him and 


to us (whether it happened upon a juſt or un- 
juſt Accuſation we are not now to conſider) 


no Man can deny, who applies to. himſelf the 
ſorrowful Condition of a Priſon. And this 


Condition is loaded with greater Hardſhip, 


when it becomes the Lot of a Perſon diſtin- 
ouiſh'd with high Dignity, under the Infirmity 
of Age or a tender Conſtitution ; eſpecially to 
ſee a Right Reverend Biſhop, ſitting as it were 
4 Sparrow alone, upon the Houſe-Top, and ſo 
Circumſtanced, that he cannot behold the Coun- 
tenances of his Children or of his Friends, with- 
out ſeeing them bedew'd with Filial Tears, or 
veild with Sorrow upon his Account; and 
when his Lovers and his Neighbours ſtand 
hooking as thro a Glaſs, darkly upon his Trouble. 
And though we ſhou'd ſuppoſe him under the 


_ Conſciouſneſs of his own Integrity, (the beſt 


Con- 


LY 
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Conſolation in his Caſe,) yet it muſt be al- 
lowed an Affliction to fall under the Dil- 
pleaſure of his Sovereign, and to ſuffer the 
unavoidable Conſequences of lying under the 
| Suſpicion and Jealouſy of a Chriſtian State. 
Namely, To have the Mouth of the Slanderer 
opened upon him, and to be the Object of 
the Scorner's imaginary Revenge, and to ſuffer 
ſundry kinds of Death and Calumny, in the 
Opinion of his Enemies, before his Innocen- 
cy can be manifeſted. | 

Upon theſe Accounts His Confinement, 
however regular in Reaſons of State, and fa- 
vourable in the Condition of it, is deplorable, 
and draws down with an irreſiſtable Vehemency 
the Compaſſion of Bcholders, and kindles in 
all, who by the Favour of our Superiors viſit 
his Priſon Grate, and upon whom He breaths out 
authoritative Benedictions, ſome Pious Ejaculati- 
ons to God in his Bchalf. It wou d therefore very 
ill become us, whounder Chriſt are his People, 
and the Sheep of his Paſture, to be inſenſible of 
his preſent Condition, or not to expreſs it in 
unfeigned Signs of filial Picty : At leaſt, we 
ſhou'd be the fir? to do what the Laws of our 
Religion and Country do juſtify; 2. e. as Chri- 
ſtians to wiſh that Innocency may be found in 
him, as Engliſhmen to deem him innocent 


till he is convicted by Law, and as dutiful Ad- 
herents to our lawful Biſhop, to declare conſtant- 


ly that our Prayer, and earneſt Deſire to God for 


him, is, that he may be ſaved. Saved, I mean. 


in 


1 
in this World, to the Advantage and Honour 
of this Church and Nation, for I cannot doubt 
of his Salvation in the next. 8 

LE r therefore Hereticks, Schiſmaticks and 
Libertines expoſtulate concerning his Epiſco- 
pal Dignity, as the rebellious Tſraelites did a- 
gainſt Moſes, who made thee a Ruler, and 
4 Judge? To cxcule the Fervency of their 
Deſires for his Liberty and Safety. We, 
who know that God hath aſſigned him to be 
our Ruler and Judge, ought after the Example 
of the primitive Followers of St. Peter, pray 
without ceaſmg, i. e. be ever diſpoſed to in- 
tercede, and often exerciſed in our Interce(- 
ſions to God, for his Liberty upon Terms ho- 
nourable to his Judges and to himſelf. Leſt 
the Charity of other Churches, who in regard 
to his Abilities, and in fayourable Opinion till 
of his Integrity, have remember d him in their 
Godly Prayers, fill us, when we ſce his Face 
again, with juſt Confuſion for our undutiful 
Forgetfulneſs. We will then for our Brethren 
and Companion's ſake wiſh him now Proſpe- 
rity, yea, becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord 
our God, we will, ſeob to do him good. By re- 
commending him to the Compaſſion of God, 
and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Con- 
ſolation of the Holy. Ghoſt; and particularly 
by beſeeching God, that neither the Infirmity 
of his Body, nor the Circumſtances of his Im- 
priſonment, may cut ſhort that valuable Life, 
which the Glory of God, and the publick 9 
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of Mankind, may by his honourable Releaſe 
many more Years find eminently uſeful. 
So rooted and grounded in a Chriſtian and 
Filial Charity, let us with a lively Faith in 
Chriſt, and an unfeigned Repentance for our 
_ paſt Failings, approach the holy Altar, and re- 
ceive the Sacrament in ſincere Teſtimony of 
our Love to all Mankind, of our ſtedfaſt Com- 
munion with the Catholick Church, and par- 
ticularly of our firm Adherence to the eſtab. 
liſh'd Church, and to the lawful Biſhop of this 
Part of it to which we belong, bearing in our 
Mind that Counſel of St. Paul, Remember 
them that are in Bonds, as bound with them, 
and them that ſuffer Advent 'y, as being your 
ſelves in the Body. 


. 


